
 
 

Reading at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Isleworth  
 

How do we teach word reading?  
 
As a whole school, we use Li/le Wandle to teach Phonics. Phonics lessons teach children to decode words, 
by learning individual sounds within those words. Li/le Wandle is an approved systema=c synthe=c phonics 
programme. You can find out more about it on their website: 
h/ps://www.li/lewandlele/ersandsounds.org.uk/  
 
In Nursery, Phonics is taught through the con=nuous provision. The emphasis is on children developing 
their speaking and listening skills and becoming a/uned with the sounds around them.  
 
In Recep=on, Year 1 and Year 2, Phonics is taught explicitly in daily lessons. You can see what the lessons 
look like here: h/ps://bit.ly/SMIPhonics.  
 
How do we teach reading comprehension? 
 
In Nursery, Recep=on, Year 1 and Year 2, children have story =me daily. We read a variety of inspiring texts 
that link to our curriculum and communi=es. We ask probing ques=ons that help the children to develop 
their ability to deduce and infer informa=on from texts.  
 
In Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6, comprehension is taught explicitly in Whole Class Reading lessons. This 
is because most children can now fully decode words using their phone=c skills from Early Years and Key 
Stage 1. Children read a range of texts in these Whole Class Reading lessons, including fic=on, non-fic=on 
and poetry.  
 
Children are taught and prac=ce the reading strategies mapped out in the Na=onal Curriculum. You can 
read more about reading here: h/ps://bit.ly/SMINCReading.  
 
What books will my children bring home? 
 
In Nursery, children select a book from the library to bring home once a week. We ask that you read this to 
your child at home daily.  
 
In Recep=on, Year 1 and Year 2, children bring home two books. One book is a phone=c book at their stage. 
Your child should read this to you every day at home. Children should be able to read with more than 90% 
accuracy before moving on to a more challenging reading level. Children should read texts repeatedly to 
enhance confidence in decoding, prosody and comprehension. The second book is chosen from the library. 
We ask that you read this to your child at home. Children should listen to books with more complex 
language than they are currently able to decode, to develop their vocabulary and comprehension.  
 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/SMIPhonics
https://bit.ly/SMINCReading


In Year 3*, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6, children select a book from the library to bring home once a week. 
Children should be able to fully decode the book they bring home. We ask that you listen to them read to 
you every day for at least 20 minutes.  
 
*In Year 3, some pupils may have a short period of transi8on when phone8c books are s8ll coming home to 
support pupil’s confidence in decoding. 
 
What is a reading record and how is it used? 
 
In Recep=on, Year 1 and Year 2, children will bring home a reading record with their Phone=c book each 
week. This is a way for parents and teachers to communicate about your child’s reading at home. We 
encourage you to write a comment about your child’s reading and this will be checked during book change. 
Reading records stop in Year 3, when teachers support children to become more independent readers, 
selec=ng books to read for pleasure at home.  
 
How do we encourage a love of reading?  
 
Reading is celebrated and enjoyed all the =me in our school. Children visit our library weekly and choose a 
book to take home. Story=me is a special event in every classroom, every day. Books used in reading and 
wri=ng lessons are carefully chosen to inspire the children.  
 
Annually, we hold a school book fair and the profits are used to buy new books chosen by school council. 
We celebrate World Book Day every year.  
 
How do we celebrate diversity in reading?  
 
We are working hard to ensure the books we teach reflect a diverse society, celebra=ng the cultures of our 
school and beyond. We use the principle of mirrors, windows and sliding glass doors to aid us in our 
selec=on of key texts. Mirrors allow the children to see themselves and their own experiences. Windows 
allow them to look into other worlds that they can compare to their own. Sliding glass doors allow them to 
enter other worlds.  
 

 
 
FAQs 
 
My child has read this book before. Why are they reading it again? 
Repe88on is a crucial part of learning. It helps your child to prac8ce decoding, learn tricky words and 
comprehend events or characters in a story. To keep the repeated reading engaging, consider asking you 
child some of the suggested ques8ons in the useful resources above.  
 
My child is reading well at this level. Can they be given the next level up? 
Children are con8nuously assessed at school. If you no8ce your child’s reading confidence has increased, 
please do let their teacher know but don’t be surprised if we keep you chid at their current level for a while 
longer. We want children to be reading at ‘the goldilocks spot’, not too challenging and not too easy. 
Moving a child on too quickly can put them off reading in the long term.  
 
What level should my child be reading at?  



By the end of Year 1, children should pass the Phonics Screening Assessment. You can see an example and 
find out more about it here: hPps://www.gov.uk/government/publica8ons/phonics-screening-check-2023-
materials. You can see the full LiPle Wandle programme of study here: 
hPps://www.liPlewandlelePersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-
Overview_Recep8on-and-Year-1-1.pdf Their class teacher will send home books that revise or consolidate 
phase 2, 3, 4 or 5, depending on assessment.  
 
By the end of Year 2, pupils should have consolidated their learning of phonics and common excep8on 
words (tricky words). Their class teacher will send home books that revise or consolidate phase 2, 3, 4 or 5, 
depending on pupil confidence. As soon as pupils are ready, they will move on to selec8ng (with teacher 
support) their own reading books.  
 
How o?en should I be reading with my child?  
Reading is at the core of all learning. We strongly recommend you read with your child every day, for at 
least 20 minutes. This should be a mixture of them reading to you and you reading to them.  
 
What level do children come off banded books? 
From Level 5 onwards, a child is able to decode all words. In Year 2, we con8nue using banded books while 
beginning to teach children how to self-select an appropriate book from our library. We expect most 
children to finish reading banded books at the end of Year 2.  
 
From Year 3, how do children choose their own books?  
With support from Hounslow Library Service, our books are organised into Year 3/4 and Year 5/6. Children 
are guided by their teachers to choose books that are appropriate for their stage of reading and inspire 
them.  
 
Appendix of useful resources 
 
Here are the sounds we teach in Phonics lessons: 
 

 
 

Here are ques=ons you can ask you child when reading together at home:  
 
Questions to ask before you read 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2023-materials
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2023-materials
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf


• Can you look at the pictures and predict what you think will happen in this 
book? 

• What makes you think that? 
• What characters do you think might be in our story? 
• Do you think there will be a problem in this story? Why or why not? 
• Does the topic/story relate to you or your family? How? 

 
Questions to ask during the reading 

• What do you think will happen next? 
• What can you tell me about the story so far? 
• Can you predict how the story will end? 
• Why do you think the character did _______? 
• What would you have done if you were the character? 
• How would you have felt if you were the character? (use different 

characters) 
• As I read____________, it made me picture________ in my head. What 

pictures do you see in your head? 
• As you read, what are you wondering about? 
• Can you put what you’ve just read in your own words? 

 
Questions to ask after reading 

• Can you remember when/where/who/why  ___________________? 
• In your opinion, was it a good title for this book? Why or why not? 
• Were your predictions about the story correct? 
• If there was a problem, did it get solved? 
• What happened because of the problem? 
• Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
• What is the most important point the author is trying to make in his 

writing? 
• What was your favorite part of the story? 
• If you could change one thing in the story, what would it be? 
• Can you retell the story in order? 
• If you were __________, how would you have felt? 
• What is the most interesting situation in the story? 
• Is there a character in the story like you? How are you alike? 
• Why did you like this book? 

 
Here is the Li/le Wandle YouTube channel. You can watch Phonics lessons with your child here: 
h/ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDTcQIw_Cm8&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGrCOBaVFC23_KL-vzGDSZ_  
 
Hounslow has an excellent library service. Isleworth Library is just across the road from our school. You can 
find out more about joining the library here: h/ps://www.hounslow.gov.uk/libraries  
 
You can watch lots of stories being read out loud here: h/ps://storylineonline.net/  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDTcQIw_Cm8&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGrCOBaVFC23_KL-vzGDSZ_
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/libraries
https://storylineonline.net/

