St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Isleworth
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

St Mary’s

ISLEWORTH

School Mission Statement
Our school family at St Mary’s wants this to be a safe, caring, creative and happy place,
where we all have a fair chance to learn and grow together and to do the best we can. We do
this by knowing and loving Jesus more every day and by following his teaching in a joyful
way.

Aims and objectives of RE

Equal consideration will be given to the following aims:

e showing concern for all pupils, all the staff and all the parents;

e developing the faith of each individual in the school community, so that God
becomes a reality in their lives.

e preparing pupils for entry into the wider community by developing their confidence
and self- esteem;

e developing the pupils understanding of relationships in a positive way so that co-
operation rather than competition exists, and opportunities for reconciliation are
provided;

e providing equality of access to the Religious Education Curriculum, in accordance
with the S.E.N. policy and the Equal Opportunities policy of our school;

e providing a broadly based curriculum which challenges and extends the child’s whole
moral, spiritual, artistic and intellectual abilities;

e ensuring that the child is at the centre of the learning process.

The Diocesan Policy on Religious Education commits the Diocese to support schools in
implementing the requirements of the Curriculum Directory and other norms of the Bishops’
Conference.

RE Curriculum
As of Summer 2024, the latest guidance from the diocese is that full implementation of the

new RE Curriculum Directory (RECD) is not expected until September 2026 for primary
schools, so therefore we are continuing with Dr. Margaret Carswell’s Framework Model



which is available on the Kip and Friends website (See website links page). This scheme of
work contains the objectives laid out in the new RECD. In her planning documents, any
objectives which are red must be covered as they come directly from the RECD.

As part of becoming more in-line with the RECD, she has fixed Branches 1, 5 and 6 (Autumn
1, Summer 1 and Summer 2). This means they will stay the same each year.

Branches 2, 3, and 4 (Autumn 2, Spring 1 and Spring 2) rotate based on the 3 yearly liturgical
cycle.

Year A - Matthew 2023, 2026
Year B - Mark 2024, 2027
Year C - Luke 2025, 2028

There are 4 gospels (written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which describe the life of
Christ, so there are variations on the same event. John’s Gospel does not have a year to
himself but is widely used throughout all three years especially around Easter time.

Margaret Carswell’s planning goes above and beyond what the new RECD asks us to teach.
Before teaching each unit, please look at the video and PowerPoints for your phase to help
with subject knowledge and planning. Similarly, she often includes ‘key information for
teachers’ (KITs) in her planning documents which contain some extra subject knowledge for
you to have a bit of background information. Margaret Carswell aims to come to UK once a
year

We have an R.E. staff meeting at the end of each half term to look ahead at the next unit of
work. These staff meetings also allow us to come together and discuss the next term’s
Catholic Social Teaching Principle, other key events and any significant liturgical dates to be
aware of. When Margaret Carswell is in the UK, we attend her CPD where she explains the
current and following units of work and planning opportunities alongside other schools who
use her Framework Model.

Assessment

As RE is a core subject, summative assessments must be recorded three times a year on
Sonar alongside Reading, Writing, Maths and Science. R.E. is in the ‘other subjects’ section
on Sonar. We use the Age-Related Standards in R.E. to assess pupils. They are saved in the
R.E. Curriculum area included at the back of this handbook. If children are not meeting the
standards, they are WT, if they are working at a GD standard within the ARE, they are GD. It
is expected that if a child is GD in their other core subjects, they should be considered GD in
R.E. too. If a child is meeting the LOs they will be considered EXP.



Timetable

Each week, 10% of the teaching timetable should be given over to individual classroom
teaching of R.E. This does not include whole school or class worships. This means that for
each week:

e KS1 need to have 2hours 15 minutes of R.E. on their timetable

e KS2 need to have 2hours 30 minutes of R.E. on their timetable

Timetables must include when R.E. is being taught plus when acts of worship are taking
place.
Prayers, assemblies and collective worship do not make up part of this 10%.

Other faiths

All Catholic schools are required to teach about other religious as part of the R.E. curriculum.
Learning about the religion and cultures of those who do not share the Catholic faith is one
of the ways in which Catholic schools embody the call to love one’s neighbour. Many
children may be practicing members of other faiths or of no faith and our school need to be
a place of hospitality for all children. It is an act of respect and courtesy that our curriculum
helps them to reflect on the nature of their own religious identity. It prepares the pupils for
life in modern Britain, giving them an understanding of the beliefs of others. This in turn will
improve social cohesion and contribute to the common good by increasing mutual respect
between those of different religions.

Currently at the start of Autumn 2, the whole school learns about Judaism, as this has the
same foundation and extensive commonality with the Christian Old Testament. However,
this may change in the future depending on what Margaret Carswell is planning for Summer
2 — Dialogue and Encounter. At the beginning of Summer 2, different year groups look at
other faiths.

Year1 & 4 Year2 &5 Year 3 & 6
Sikhism Hinduism Islam

Feedback

R.E. books are purple. They should have the St Mary’s school label on the front and the
presentation guidelines stuck on the inside front cover. Presentation in their books is really
important. Any pictures which are drawn should be coloured in pencil crayon.

Feedback to children should be given in a variety of ways, in line with our school feedback
policy and consistent with other subjects. Feedback should always be aimed at advancing
the learner.



Homework

In line with the school’s homework policy, we do not set homework in RE.

Community Links

We serve the Parishes of and Our Lady of Sorrows in Isleworth and St Bridget, and St Vincent
De Paul Osterley.



