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Summer 1: To the Ends of the Earth 
 

‘Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’  

(Matthew 28:19) 

 

In this half term, pupils will study the events that flowed from the Resurrection and Ascension in the 

coming of the Holy Spirit and the work of the apostles and early Church. They will also learn about 

the Catholic Church today as the apostolic Church and how its liturgy and structures flow from the 

early Church. 

 

Shavu'ot, Passover 

Catholics believe that 50 days after the resurrection, at the Jewish festival 

of Shavu’ot the Holy Spirit came to the community gathered in Jerusalem. 

This time they gather to celebrate the Jewish festival of Shavu’ot, which 

Luke gives the Greek name, ‘pentecost’ in recognition of its timing after 

Passover. In the time of Jesus, Shavu’ot or the Festival of Weeks was a 

harvest festival. Luke mentions that crowds from all around were there 

indicates the festival was an important one in the Jewish calendar. 

 

An emerging Church 

Luke tells us that almost immediately after the Coming of the Holy Spirit the community began 

meeting in member's houses to do two things, we recognise still enliven the contemporary Church: the 

breaking of bread and the ensuring that the poor had 'enough'. Luke’s timing is probably exaggerated 

but the foundations are clear: worship of the one now publicly called the Christ, and live life as he 

modelled and taught through the care of others.    

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 are taking part in the TenTen R.E. 

curriculum trial for the first two weeks of term. They will be 

exploring lesson material taken from the new R.E. Curriculum 

Directory produced by the scheme TenTen on behalf of 

Westminster Diocese. 

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Dignity of Workers 
 

‘Work is fundamental to the dignity of a person. Work anoints us with dignity, fills us with 

dignity, makes us similar to God, who has worked and still works, who always acts…’  

Pope Francis 2013 
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Work is more than simply being able to earn money. It is about being able to support 

oneself, and one’s family. It is about finding a role and place within society, finding 

fulfilment and a sense of purpose and worth. It is also about people being paid a fair 

wage and having adequate facilities to do the work they are tasked with, which is why 

the Church supports both the Living Wage and Fair-Trade movements.  

 

Activities to try at home 

 
You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will be 

much higher if you and the school are engaged in talking about the same ideas and beliefs. Help your 

child by trying one or more of these activities while this unit is being taught: 

 

• Participate weekly in the Wednesday Word. Discuss the Gospel of the week as a family and 

reflect what the word of the week means to you. 

• Discuss as a family how you support dignity of workers. Do you have any fair-trade products at 

home? Can you make any swaps in the supermarket? Does the packaging explain where the 

money goes? 

• We celebrate the gift of life – in this world and in death – in the resurrection. Life is full of 

resurrection moments, when we are glad to be alive! Share as a family those moments you are 

grateful for. 

• Pentecost is Sunday 19th May. Pope Francis tells us that we are guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Discuss who you think is led by the Spirit. How do you know? What do they do?  

• May is the month of Mary. Pray the Rosary as a family and discuss the 5 mysteries. 

 

 

Prayer at home 
 

Pope Francis has called 2024 the Year of Prayer. It is an opportunity for us to deepen our 

relationship with the Lord. There is a particular focus on the Our Father – the prayer that 

Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father,  

Who art in Heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name;  

Thy Kingdom come,  

Thy will be done  

on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

Amen. 
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