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Autumn 2: Prophecy and Promise (Year C – Luke) 

 
 ‘In many and various ways, God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets’ 

(Heb 1:1). 

 
A letter from Dr. Margaret Carswell 
 
Dear families,  
We continue to move into the Liturgical year, moving into two seasons we know well: Advent and 
Christmas. I hope this time of preparing for and celebrating the birth of God into the world is a time 
for you to share some activities and rituals which the seasons bring. The religious education unit for 
all phases in this half term includes 3 areas of study. 
  
The first is Advent, when we remember and learn about the rituals, from light purple to the O 
Antiphons, that are part of the traditions of the Church. The season of Advent is when we move to a 
new Gospel and so your children will be introduced to, or reminded of, the Gospel of Luke. This brings 
us into alignment with the Church, who call Luke’s year, Year C.  
 
The second content are is the Infancy narrative of Luke – so don’t be surprised if you don’t hear 
about wise men! The focus for each phase shifts a little according to the new Religious Education 
Directory, but includes the Magnificat, the presence of angels, and the role of women, who like Mary, 
make a difference, now. 
 
The third content area is Christmas. Pupils will again return to the traditions of this season as they 
discuss, describe, explain and evaluate whether Christmas now really is the commemoration of the 
birth of Jesus, or not!  
 
I trust this half term bring you the blessings of Advent and Christmas, patience in the chaos, joy in 
the waiting and love in the celebrating.  
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Catholic Social Teaching – Preferential Option for the Poor 
 

‘The poor do not need intermediaries, but the personal involvement of all those who hear their 
cry.’  

Pope Francis – World day of the Poor 
 

The option for the poor includes talking with, and listening to, those who are living 
in poverty. It is not just thinking that we know what people want or need, but 
listening to people, sharing in their suffering, being the ‘voice for the voiceless’ 
when it is not being heard, whilst enabling the voice, the experience, the needs of 
people to be heard by others. 

 
Activities to try at home 

 
You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will be 
much higher if you and the school are engaged in talking about the same ideas and beliefs. Help your 
child by trying one or more of these activities while this unit is being taught: 
 

• Participate weekly in the Wednesday Word. Discuss the Gospel of the week as a family and 
reflect what the word of the week means to you. 

• Discuss as a family how you can show preferential option for the poor. Do you give to charity? 
How could you support your local community during the colder months? 

• Discuss the Birth of Jesus according to Luke. What similarities / differences are there to 
their nativity play story? 

• As your child prepares for Christmas, take this opportunity to discuss the meaning of 
Christmas and why we take part in certain activities. Remember the significance of Jesus, the 
Son of God, came to earth as tiny baby. 

 

Prayer at home 
 
Pope Francis has called 2025, a Jubilee year with the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. There is a particular 
prayer we will be saying regularly throughout this special year.  

 
Father in heaven, 

may the faith you have given us 
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, 

and the flame of charity enkindled 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
reawaken in us the blessed hope 
for the coming of your Kingdom. 

 
May your grace transform us 

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 
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May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos 
in the sure expectation 

of a new heaven and a new earth, 
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, 

your glory will shine eternally. 
 

May the grace of the Jubilee 
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, 

a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 
May that same grace spread 

the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, 
be glory and praise for ever. 

 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 


